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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of Group I (claims 1-9) in the reply filed on June 2, 
2008 is acknowledged. 

Claims 10-12 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as 
being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 
Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on June 2, 2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the dale ol'applicaiion for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-5 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ohta et al. 
(US 6,108,297). 

As per claim 1, Ohta et al. (US 6,108,297) discloses an optical information recording 
medium comprising: one or more information layers (e.g., 13) including a recording layer (13) 
for recording/reproducing an information signal by irradiation with a laser light; and a separating 
layer (e.g., 12) or a protective substrate (e.g., 1 1) on which a first information layer (13) of the 
information layer (13) on the irradiation face side is formed, the separating layer (12) or the 
protective substrate (11) having a guide groove (20) spirally or concentrically formed on the 
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surface, and the respective inclined planes on the inner perimeter side (left-side as see in FIGS. 
1, 3, for instance) and the outer perimeter side (right-side as see in FIGS. 1, 3, for instance) of the 
guide groove (20) having inclined angles a (e.g., 62a) and P (e.g., 02b) with respect to the bottom 
face of the guide groove, the guide groove having one or more dissymmetric regions where the 
inclined angles a and P are different. 

As per claim 2, wherein the guide groove has two or more of the dissymmetric regions in 
the radius direction (see FIGS. 1, 3). 

As per claim 3, wherein the inclined angle P (e.g., 62b) is smaller than the inclined angle 
a (e.g., 02a). 

As per claim 4, having a relation: a.- p > 20 degrees (e.g., see, inter alia, col. 11, lines 5- 

13). 

As per claim 5, wherein the protective substrate (1 1) has a radius r and the dissymmetric 
region is formed at a distance larger than r/2 from the center of the protective substrate (1 1) in 
the radius direction - e.g., see FIGS. 2, 3. 

As per claim 9, wherein the information layer (13) has "roughly agreeing" thicknesses in 
the inclined face portion on the inner perimeter side and in the inclined face portion on the outer 
perimeter side in the dissymmetric region (see FIG. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohta et al. (US 
6,108,297). 

See the description of Ohta et al. (US 6,108,297), supra. 

As per claim 8, although Ohta et al. (US 6,108,297) does not expressly depict wherein 
the optical information recording medium comprises a single-sided multi-layered configuration, 
including a second information layer, a separating layer having a second guide groove and the 
first information layer are sequentially laminated on the protective substrate having the first 
guide groove, such dual layer recording disk single-sided media are well known in the art. 

Official notice is taken that single-sided multi-recording layered optical disk media are 
notoriously old and well known and ubiquitous in the art; such Officially noticed fact being 
capable of instant and unquestionable demonstration as being well-known. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide the teachings and suggestions of Ohta et al. (US 6,108,297) to a 
conventional multi-recording layered optical disk, as is well known in the art. 

The rationale is as follows: one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
provide the teachings and suggestions of Ohta et al. (US 6,108,297) to a conventional multi- 
recording layered optical disk, as is well known in the art in order to increase the recording 
capacity of the recording media of Ohta et al. (US 6,108,297). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6 and 7 are tentatively objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but, pending an updated search, amendments or arguments presented by the Applicant and 
considered by the Examiner in reply to this office communication, would be favorably 
considered if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William J. Klimowicz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7577. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:30AM-6:00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H. Feild can be reached on (571) 272-4090. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/William J. Klimowicz/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



